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Luke 12. 4, 5. 


* 


And I ſay unto you my Friends, Be not 


afraid of them that kill the Body, and 
after that. have no more that they can 
a - - 

But I will forewarn you whom you ſhall 
fear : Fear him, which, after he hath 


killed, hath Power to caſt into Hell 
Yea, T ſay unto you, fear him. 


=232 OST of thatFear and 
EN; Terror, that Men un- 

dergo'in this World, 
1s occa{ion'd by falſe 
Opinions, which they 
form to themſelves, of 
the Good or Evil of 
thoſe Circumſtances , 
that are incident to the Humane State. 
And that it is Opinion only, and no real 
| A 2 Good 


(4) 
Good or Evil in ſuch Circumſtatices, that 
gives Men fo. much Diſturbance and Diſ- 
quact, 1s evident from this, that in the very 
ſame Circumſtance, wherein one Man thinks 
himſelf Miſerable , another would account 
himſelf happy. And again in the ſame Con- 
dition, wherein one Man thinks himſelf 
Happy > another would account himſelf ; 
Miſerable. The Evil then doth not lic ſo 
much in the Circumſtance or Condition , 
but chiefly in a Man's Fancy or Opi- 
nion. 

And this is yet more apparent, in that 
che greateſt Misfortunes, that befall Men, 
tho' they arc very grievous at firſt, yet 
when they have been familiar to them , 
and they are us'd to them , they are no-. 
thing; Tho' the Misfortune be the fame, 
and the Men the ſame, yet 1t is nothing ſo 
Grievous, becauſe then they know all the 
Evil char is in it, and at firſt they form'd 
an Idca of it, which was much greater 
than the Truth; For this 1s the Unhappy 
Caſe of Poor Man, that muſt-inform him- 
felt by che Mediation of Fleſhly Organs , 
by his Scnſcs and Imagination , that he 
contt- 


c 
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continually Cheats himſelf with falſe Images 
of Things: For as ſoon as he fees any 
thing, that looks a little taking, that ſeems 
at firſt ſight tro be Good and Pleaſant 
and Defircable, preſently his Fancy falls 
to work, and he forms an Image of it, 
that 1s altogether lovely, he adorns it 
. with all that he can find Charming ; he 
never cnquizes into the Blemiſhes and Im- 
perfections of it; And having thus drawn 
a Repreſentation "much beyond Truth, his 
Paſſions are inflam'd, and he purſues this 
Shadow, this work of his own Brain, and 
thereby loſes ſome real and ſubitancial 
 Gooek 


In hke manner - when a Man ſees any 
'thing that at firſt Bluſh has a frightful 
Aſpect, immediately, without having Pa- 
tience to examine the Truth, he forms a 
dreadful Image ot it in his Fancy, he draws 
it ſo Gaſtly, that he himſelf becomes 1mme- 
diately mightily afratd of it, and his Fear 
helps to make 1t ſtill more Terrible, and 
fo he be.omes hke a Man that Fancics 
he ſees Shapes in the Dark; in flving from 

which, 
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which, he falls into ſome real Danger , 
eumbling into a River, or down a Precipice. 
And the Reaſon why the Generality. of 
Men do thus Cheat themifelves, 1s, becauſe 
all Men would know every thing without 
being at the pains of Enquiry ; and it is 
much eaſier to fancy a thing, to draw 
- a Repreſentation of it in our Imagination, 
than 1t 1s to ſearch out the Real Truth. 


But in nothing do Mcn morc / unpoſe 
upon themſelyes in this kind, than im the 
Apprehenfions of Death, they draw the 
moſt ugly and frightful Images of it in 
their Fancy , that 1s poſſible, and fo this 
becomes to them the ſing of Terrors, And 
all their Lives long” (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) 
they are in Bondape thro fear of it. There- 
tore the Politick Founders of States 1n-. 
vented Superſtitions to remove this Fear ,” 
when there ſhould be occaſion to hazard 
Mens Lives for the Szcuriry of their Coun- 
try or the like. And it has been the con- 
tinual Study of the Phzloſophers of all Scdts, , 
to pcrſwade Men out of this Fear, to make 
the Thoughts of Death. more eafic, and to 

keep 
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| keep them from poling all the Enjoyments 
of Lite. 


And yet indeed Death it ſelf is no ſuch 
Terrible thing, if it be throughly examin'd 
and truly enquir'd into; But there is ſome- 
thing after Death, that well deſerves our 
Fear. Therefore our Bleſſed Lord, to re- :; 
move from his Diſcipks this vulgar Miſtake, © 
to dcliver them from this common, bur 
yain Fear, and to ſhew .them where they 
had reaſon to Fear, and how their Fear 
might do them good, and prevent great 
and real Evils, ſpeaks thus to them in the 
- words of my Text, And I ſay unto you, &C. 


In FO TRI of the On of which 
words, I ſhall ſhew, 


Firſt, That Death it felf is no ſuch great 
Evil as, it 1s commonly apprchended to * 


be, and therefore not mightily to be 
feared. ; 


Secondly, That the Wrath of God againſt 
Sinners, and the Puniſhment following upon - 
; thar 
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that Wrath, are very great Evils, and there- 
fore much to be feared. And, \ 
CE 


In Concluſion, T ſhall ſhew the Advantage 
of the true Fear of God, in reſpect of the 
Happineſs it brings to this Life , as. well as 
that to come, How it frees and delivers 
us from all other Fears or Terrors what- 
ſocyer. | FRE. 


Firft, Then Death in it (elf is no ſuch 


preat Evil,” that we ought ſo mightily to 
fear it ; And 'this will appear, if weenqure : 


ito the Good it deprives us of ; For Dcath 
1t ſelf can be no way Evil,” but 1n reſpect of 
ſome good: it takes from us, which we 


might otherwiſe enjoy. What 1s then che, 
great Good ? The Happineſs and Sati# 


faction that a Man can have in Life, and 
from which we are cut off by Death? + 


And for the knowing of this we can 
have no better way, than to ask of thoſe, 
who have had the grezarcſt Experience of 
the Enjoyments of this Life, What their 
+ Opinion is, How they find it. And ſurely 

1 = Solomon 
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Solomon 1s ar "very ſufficient Evidence in this 
Caſe. No Man could . cnjoy more in this 
Life than he did, and he declares all thar 


Enjoyment to be Vanity and Vexation of 


Spirtt. - 


And if you deſire to be ſatisfied by a 
Living Witneſs in this Matter, and will and 
any Man, that you think has enjoy d the 
greateſt Portion of Healch and Proſperity , 
and long Life, Whether he thinks he has 
always been a, very Happy Man; And whe- 
ther, if he was put to his Choice, he would 
chuſe to live the very fame Life in all its 
Circumſtances, that he hath: liv'd, over again. 
(I fay, The very fame in all its Circum- 
ſtands becauſe Men would deſire to live 
again, that they might order their Atﬀairs 
better, and have more Ddight and Enjoy- 
ment, than they have had: And it is the 
Hope that Men have, that ſtill cheir Life 
will be more Pleaſant and Comfortable , 
than it has been, that makes them endure 
their Laves. They {ill feed themſelves with 
Hope, and that buoys them up and encou- 


ragcs 
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rages them.) There is none will ſay, He 
dcfires the fame Life again, that he has 
paſs'd thro. There is none will tell you, 
that his paſt Life has been to his Mind , 

or in his Opinion Happy. What hurt 
then, I pray, does Death do us, in taking 
us out of a Condition, in which no Man 
was ever ſatisfied , or. A himſelf 
Happy ? 


But it by chance ſach a Man ſhould be 
found that affe&s ro be Singular, to main- 
tain Paradoxes, and 'will ſay, That his paſt 
Life. has been altogether to his Mind , 
That he ſhould be very glad to live the 
ſame over againzi and-that therefore: Death . 
muſt nceds be very Evil, becauſe it cuts 
him off from fo :defirable a Good. We 
muſt rctute ſuch a Man, by ſhewing the 
Nacure of theſe Enjoyments, and what 
kind of Holton a Man can have of 
them. 


And che Enjoy ments that arc peculiar 
to Us Life (tor as for Intellectual Pleaſures, 
which 
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which ariſe, cither from the Contempla- 
tion of God's Works , or the Studv of the 
Arts and Sciences, or the conſtant Practice 
of Vertue, which is the greatcit Pleaſure 
a Rational Creature can have, theſe Plca- 
ſures will be had in much greater Per- 
fe&tion in another Life.) I fay, the Enjoy- 
ments that axe peculiar, to this Life, and 
from which we arc cut off by Death, are 
either of Worldly Honours, Riches or Sen- 
ſual Pleaſures ; for fo St. Fobn reduces them 
to theſe Heads; All that is in the World., 
faith he, 5 the Luft of the Fleſh, the Luf 
of the Eye, and the Pride of Life. Thcſc 
things indeed are peculiar to this Life, and 
Death will for ever take them from us, after 
we have taken the greateſt pains to compals 
then. - 


Now a Man muſt haye a very mean 
and narrow Mind, that can think, That 
the Happineſs of a Rational Creature can 
conliit in the Enjoyment of any of theſe 
things; The vilett Beaſt, or moſt incon- 
liderable Infect were then capable of almaſt 
BD as 
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as much Happineſs as the beſt or wiſeſt 
Man. But ſuppoſmg a Man, by long ac- 
cuſtoming himſelf to Senfuality, hath 
brought himſelf ro ſuch Jow and Brutiſh 
Thoughts, by drmking deep of ſuch en- 
toxicating Cups of ſenfual Pleafure, is be- 
come with Ulyſes's Companions little other 
than a Swine: yet if he hath the leaſt 
Spark of Reaſoning left in him, if he can 
ſee but the length of one Conſequence, he 
cannot but fee, that theſe Pleaſures, how 
Satisfactory ſoever they are to him , are 
not durable, that they muſt be ſhort ar 
the beſt, and that a thouſand Accidents 
may ſnatch them from him every Moment. 
Now the more a' Man values and 1s in 
love with theſe Enjoyments, the more this 
Thought muſt vex and torment him, That 
he muſt part with them, and he knows 
not how foon. To a Man that is imdiffe- 
rent this is nothing, But to him that has 
fer his Aﬀections on theſe things, thus ts 
Gall and Wormwood, it cmbitters and 
fpoils all his Enjoyment; For whatever 
the Erpicurcans may pretend, A Death's 
__ Head 
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Head 1s but ill Company at an Intempe- 
rate Feaſt. And the great pains they take, 
the unnatural force they put upon things 
to reconcile the thoughts of Death with 
their ſenſual Pleaſures, plainly ſhews, that 
this does ſtill trouble them ;, it Iyes ar the 
bottom like a bitter dreg, and ſpoils all 
their ſweer Morſcls and pleaſant Draughts. 
For when the witty Atheiſt ſays, Let us 
eat, drink and be Merry, for to morrow we 
ſhall dye. This 1s but a Copy of his Coun- 
renance , this. thought Galls him at the 
Hearr, at the ſane time, that he pretends 
therewith to encourage bis Mirth, and he 
would fay with much more Alacrity, Let 
us fill our ſelves, for to morrow ſhall be as 
this day, and much more abundant. ' This 
comes heartily from him. The other 1 is but 
a cold Pretence. 


The great Uncertainty then of holding 
theſc os and the certam Knowledge , 
that they- i:-uſt in a line while for ever 
part with them, cannot bur leſſen, if not 
ucterly Marr the Enjoyment even with thoſe 

that 
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that are moſt fond of them. So that 
Death takes little even from the ſenſual 
Man, but what the Fear of Death had al- 
moſt deprivd him of before. Fer even 
in the midſt of Laughter this Thought always 
made his Heart Sad, That he muſt dye and 
leave all. | 


But now to a Man of a large and wiſe 
Mind, theſe low Pleaſures are of little or 
no value. He looks far beyond them, and 
Is cven quite weary with being ſo long. 
clogg'd and darken'd in this Caſe of Fleſh, 
with being confin'd to this. Earth, to creep 
like a Worm upon it, and to be kept con- 
rinually to the ſame dull Round of things, 
which he goes through almoſt in the ſame 
manner every day of his Life. 'This 1s fo 
Tircfome to the active ſearching Nature of 
our Spirit, that 1t cannot endure It ; and 
therefore the Ancients had a Fable of a 
Man, that might have been Immortal, it 
he would; but he was ſo ſatced with the 
ſame thing over and over agam in Lite, 
that he choſe rather to die, that he might 

have 
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bave the Satisfaction of ſeeing another Scene 
of things. 


iAnd the Noble Heaven-born Mind of 
him, thac hath not debas'd and plung'd it 
in the Mirc of Senſuality , muſt needs be 
deſirous of making ' greater Diſcoverics , 
than are to be had here below. He muit 
long to ſce and know thoſe Glorious Orbs, 
of which he now knows nothing, or what 
is next to nothing, and yet nughtily ad- 
mires at a diſtance to range through the 
mighty Space of the Univerſe, and to have 
his Mind continually entertain'd and feaſted 
with clcar and certain Knowledge of the 
wondertul Operations of his Maker, to 
have his Mind always more and more 
 mformd and enlighten'd with the moſt 
pleaſing and ſatisfactory Knowledge of God, 
his Glorious Attributes and wonderful Works» 
and yet never to want new Matter of In- 
- formation. 


To a Man whoſe Mind is raisd to theſe 
Noble Delires, Peath is fo far trom being 
an 


( 16 ) ; 
an Eyil, that it is the-moſt defirable Good. 
"Ir 35 like the opening of the Eyes to a Man 
that was Born Blind , ke the Unpinioning 
or Unſhackling of a Priſoner, and letting 
him out of a ſtrait dark and foul Dungcon, 
into the free and unreſtraind Enjoyment 
of all that he can wiſh or delire» So 
that neither to the Fool , who dotes on 
theſe things, nor yer © the wiſe Man, who 
knows how to put a right Value upon 
every thing, are the Enjoyments of this 
World any ;grcat Matter, tho' they have 
then) 1n{ their Poſſeſſion, or within ;cheir 
Power ; © fo that Death doth not much hurre 
them in taking them away. 


- . But what,” then, are theſe Enjoyments 
to thoſe we term Unhappy in the World; - 
who certainly make no ſmall Part of it, 
ſuch as are. the Blind, the Lame, the Mainied, 
the Diſcaſed,/ the Poor and Needy, or thoſe. 
chat mcet with great Croſles or Diſappoint- 
ments, and are not - able. to bear them, or 
ſuch as: have always their Defires running 


far before their Fortunes, ſuch as are ever 
diſpleas'd 


C97 
difpleasd and 'diſfatisfied, and our of Hu- 
mour with their Condition, whatcycr it 
bes Theſe Men taſte bur ltrle of the En- 
_ of the'Workd, or at laſt bayc but 
ec" Reliſh 'of- them, and Death can do 
fach Men lxde Hur by taking them away 
from them; For to ſuch many times may 
be apply'd the Words we read 1 m-che Third 
of Fob,” Wherefore- is Light given to him that 
is in Miſery, and Li to the bitter in Soul? 
which long for 'Death, but it comes not, and 
dig for it more than for hid Treaſures ? To 
fuch Perſons then Death 1s rather a Relicf 
_ thana Prejudice. 


adriana indeed to all Men 2 
For there 3 no: Mart living but has more 
pain and Travcl, than ay has Plcaſure in 
this World. . For all Mankind fell under 
thar Curſe, That in the Sweat of their Brows, 
they. ſhoald eat their Bread; And that this 
Hoek ſbould bring forth Briers and Thorns 
to them inflead. of rbidew Fruit, No Man 

is excmpr from this; Not the Rich and 
Noble; any ' more than the. Poor 'and de- 
KW -  fpiſd; 
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ſpiſed ; . Nay, Great. Men; have: more Soli- 
citude. and muſt.take more Care and Pains 
to. Maintain themſelves with Honour and 
Safcty 1 In : the . Station wherein God hath 
placd them , and to anſwer thoſe Ends, 
hich both God and Man <cxpe&t from 
them, than the Labouring Man doth to 
pr his Bread. ..In-a ,word, No Man what- 
vever. can do what is neceſlary for him 
and what is his Duty. to do, and without 
the doing of which, he. can have neither 
Credit or Comfort in his Life, bur it will 
coſt him the Sweat of his. Brows;, much 
Care and Pains, and every. Man's 'Buſinch 
will yield him the Thorns and Briers of 
Perplexity ; , So that, naching: can . be,trucr, 
than. the. words, we rad; in: the Fifth- of 
' Fob, That Man is borw. to Labour and Trow- 
ble, as naturgh iy 4s the. Sparks fo apward. 


"*Conkideriog therefore, the rus Stare and; 
Condition. of Man .in this. World , Death 
in it Ct-is ſo, far from being. an Evil, _ 
It 1s an Faſc, a. Relief, a Refrcſhment. / 
is ike a Soft Bed after a Hard Day's > 


like 
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like a fafe and'quiet Harbour after a Stormy 
and turbulent Voyage. Tr lays us gently 
down in our Mother's Soft Lap to Peacc 
and Reſt, out of the Reach of all the Ma- 
lice of our Encmics, (who have no more 
thacr' they can do''to us) out of the Power 
of ahy more Misfortuncs.  O Happy Death?! 
How defrable wwetr: thou 2? How far'from 
being-Terrible;' if there were nothing to be 
tear'd afterwards ? 


- But after Death there is an © account to 
be-giverof our Lives; God' will have an 
account from his Crearurcs of the keeping 
or ' the breaking of his Laws. And it 1s 
moſtfit he ſhould , His Wiſdom , Fultice . 
and-Goodneſs might/all be calfd in” queſti- 
on',” if he did not reward every Man ac- 
cording 10 his Works in another Life, Since 
this cannot be conveniently. done here with- 
out"deſtroving the preſent Frame of things, 
where the Goats cannot be ſeparatcd from 
the Sheep, nor the Tares from thc W hear, 
This ' day of Reckoning every Man's Con- 
(cxnce bids him expect; ' And this, I am 

| | C2 - - Pb» 


To She Tr. cohaaty Bra 


perfiaded _ { tho'_ ir be. noe. ſometimes per- 


ceivd) is Death's moſt bitter Sting, 'the 


- 


true. Cauſe of its being ſo very Terrible to 


\  - Second Point, Therefore faich our Saviour, 
But ] will forewarn you, whom you ſball fear, 
Fear him, which after be hath, killed beth 


s 


Power t caſt into Hell ; Tea, I ſay anto you, 
that knew all things, and\ knew what would 


Fegr him. Hc that was 


come'to paſs, ' he forewarns. us, and. he 
that was mighuly concern'd for our. Salya- 


tion, he beſeccherh us, as his Friendgdand : 


likewiſe cnjoyns us with all his Authoruy, 
| as our Maſter, to fear God. Thete' ouſt 
then be ſome high Reaſon for thus Fear ; 
_ and fo there 1s; For the Danger 1s great 
and uncxpreſlible, that he would have us 
b: afraid of, and by our Fear fly from and 
i eſcape. 
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ckeape.. . If -ygu feat'a T al Death , 
God's : Wrath! can: and will ill and take 
away the iy Life z but this is lictle, 
( as I have ſhewn you) it is nothing 


compariſon of the ' other . Effett of w_ 


Wrath, After he hath &iled, he will caft 


into Hell, This is that which ſhould fill 


us. vith. on ob eu 
Deftruflion frave is, this 
— was @ Terror t0 me. And that 
kepe bin froca San. | 


"A. Tamporal. Death ane wats 


wy empey, uncertain, and at the beſt 
ſhort Enjoyments of this World ; but 
hs 1 prong Damnation, cuts 
_ from thoſe uncxpreflible Joys, which : 


- would fill our Souls,, and would laſt « 


Eternity ; and more than that , ery | 
gemns us to Regions of Darkneſs and 
Tarments! for ever; | This is a moſt Dread- 


* ful. Condition: ! The Scripture ſets it forth 


by things that arc moſt Terrible to us 

ſuch as are Raging Fire, Extream Darkneſs, 
Ms Gnawing, and the like. But whar 
words 
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words/ can -expreſs > £Nay; what Heart can- 
conceive, 'what Dteadful' Miſery an Inf" 
_ God. is: able to. bring 1upori his' Ene-- 

fuch.as have comemn'd/borth his) 
Jace and his Mercy; that have fruſtrated, 
forn'd.-and: derided all: that: he could' do 
for their. Salyation ?... Hear | how the: Wiſe 
Min ſets &bis forth in\ the farſt "off the: Pro: 
verbs. .bcgiriving atlthe..2g. Verſe whe 
he; brings in-- the - Wiſdons of [God thus! 
ſpeaking, Becauſe I have ralled >" atidl yeives! 
fuſed, I have firetched out my hand, and no 
Mav'\ regarded 71: Buts lze: bake: fer ar 5 inaupht 
all. my Counſel , and would 1004" of iy \ [Rel 
Prof : | T.offo will laugh t jour: Calumity'; 
L will mack. when' your Jear conerh., [When' 
Jour: fear cometh as, Deſptation;'\ and your: De-- 
ſftrution cometh as a Whirlwind s' when Di-" 
freſ and gel cometh 27a __ : 


: Har 5 Ss a "Dada worthy. our "Thoughts 
our higheſt - Concern , 'our' greateſt Fear 3; 
for. - is 'the; laſt Degree of : Miſery, 1 into 
which, Man. can +fall ; © and hath not that 

| Reich, which all Temporal Miſerics have , 


when 


Y 
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:whien * chef come to Extremity, that then 
'they are on over, ' No, this will laſt and 
*mcrcaſe to aſl Erernity : The ſad Remem- 
branee df what we have endur'd, and the 
-Prcadful- Proſpect of what we are full ro 
endure, and that without -Remedy, - ſhall 
unſpeakably increaſe the Torment. Whar 
woud'not a Man, do to eſcape, this,? 
W har can tempt: us''to run the. Dreadtul 
Hazard: of ic> What is there in Sin thus 
to prevail with us ?' Alas {' We are pre- 
{ently weary of ſinful Enjoyments our ſclycs; 
Why ſhould we provoke the fearful Wrath 
of God for them? Why ſhould we (ll 
our Souls, - part with all the Joys of Hea- 
ven, endure an' Eternity of ſuch Dreadful 
Torments, as are in' Hell,” for ſuch cmpry, 
yain, momentary Pleaſures, ſuch meer 
Dreams and ' Shadows of Delight, - ſuch 
mixture of Pain with Pleafure? Do not 
they deſerve Hell , whom Hell it elf can- 
not wean from ſuch Folly and Madneſs 2 
Let us be aſham'd that we are fo Stupid , 
fo inſenſible both of our Intereſt and Dan- 
ger. | Would you not think him: Mad that 


fhould follow 2 
of a d follon, 4.3 


ſce our Danger 1C. 
be upon us ; 1 Ls. 


diſcern, That it us an Jy 

ter, to fin ainft the Living God, ; 

that no fin Enjoyment whatſoever can 
 cotapenſate, our 74 as :our Sayigur. ſays, 
Mark 8. 36. What [ball it. profit a Men, 'f | 
he ſball gain the whole World, end loſe his —_ 
ow Soul? . None of us can gain the whole Ci 


 dended,; whether 
it were yp Man. to Sin, to gain it, 
The World; -we could. haye but a licde 
time: Bur if we dye Impenitent, we myſt 
imbrace Torments to all Eccrnity. And-if 
a” ſo caſt to be decided, when the Que- 
i$ about thc. moſt profitable Sin, What 
Is yg in he Caſe 0 of every little Impertinent 
Folly, Un we {&l our Souls for? Loxd'! 
ker 's become - of the Underſtanding of 
TL nal Creatuxcs? We arc balls 
Apprehention of any Pain or _ 
; that 


(25) 


thac 1s coming. on our Bodics, and . we 
arc not concern'd at Evcrlaſting Pains,, 
into which our Sins arc drawing us. Wc 
fear eyery little worldly Loſs, and we fear 
not, we care not, for the loſs of our Souls. 
We arc apprehenſive of cvery Temporal 
Danger, and we have no Senſe, no Apprc- 
bein. of the Danger of Ecernal Dam- 


nation. 


Well, if we have no Care of our In- 
mortal Souls, no Reliſh, no Dcſires after 
the Joys of Heaven, no Dread or Appre- 
henfion of the Fearful Torments- of Hell ; 
becauſe they are not juſt under our view , 
though 'a moſt reaſonable Faith makes us 
as ſure- of them: Yet methinks this 
ſhould move us, that our worldly Afﬀairs 
will go better, and we ſhall be troubled 
with no Fears about them, if we will 
but fear God, and in conſequence of that 
Fear, forbear ro provoke and offend him ; 
for the Fear of God, which workcth Obe- 
dience, will not only remoye from us fu- 
ture and Eternal, but even preſent and Tem- 


poral, 
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poral, Judgments; and will ſet us at Liberty: 
and free us from all other Fear TIIoNes 


Which was the 


Third and laft thing obſerved. The Fear 
of God will make us Src  1t will dehiver 
us from all Idle, Vain and Tormenting Fear, 
it will clear us from all Care and Trouble. 
To fear little or no Danger, as the Scri- 
pture ſays, To Fear where no Fear 4s, no 
juſt Cauſe of i it, 1s Childiſhneſs and Folly : 
To fear when we are able to grapple with, 
to withſtand and overcome the Danger, 
is Cowardiſe: But to fear where there is 
an Imminent and Dreadful Danger, which 
we have no Power to withſtand, 1s cer- 
tainly great Wiſdom. ' And what can ſtand 
againſt the Wrath of God ? It 1s no Cous 
rage. then ( as ſome pretend ) bur the ex- 
treameſt Stupidity or Madnefs , not to fear 
and ſtand in awe of him. ſe is as if a 
Man ſhould fee a Tower falling upon him, 
and ſcorn'd to be fo daftardly as to fear 
it, bur rcfolvd to ſtand under it, and 
bear it up with his Shoulders, They that 


do 


: © 023 

do not fear God, have not the leaſt Rea- 
fon or Underſtanding left in them. . To 
be utterly void of Fear in this Caſe, is to 
be Scupid or Diſtracted , to be without. 
Senſe or Apprehenfion, not to be able to 
diſcern between Good and Evil, Safety 
and Danger. But hath the Bold -Sinner 
then { according: to his Fooliſh Boaſting ) 
no. Fear upon him 2 Docs he go on Chear- 
fully and Couragiouſly in his Sins, with- 
out any Qualms, with any Miſgivings, 
without being troubled with the leaſt 
Fear, is he ſet at Liberty, 1s he free 
from all Fear? No ſuch Matter , 'tis 
quite otherwiſe with him, he fears every 
thing but God ; He fears, Iſt his Con- 
fidence and Preſumption , that>God does 
not ſee nor regard, ſhould fail him, and 
God hould at laſt take a Dreadful Ven- 
geance upon him. Every picce of ill News, 
| every Noiſe of any ſudden Danger, is as 

the Terrours of the Shadow of Peath to 
him. He is in the Caſe of Belſhbazzar , 
Dan. 5. 6. The foynts of bis Loins are 


looſed, and his I'nees ſmite one againſt ano- 
- ther. 


(28 ) 


ther. Every loſs of his worldly Goods cuts 
him to the Heart, becauſe this is his All, 
his Portion, his whole Dependance; And 
then for the Fatal News of Death, when 
that comes (as come it muſt) he receives it 
either as FNabal did the News of David's 


coming- to take Vengeance on. im, His - 


Heart even dies within him, and he becomes 
as a Stone, 1 Sam. 25. 37. Or clſe he 
becomes Mad with Anguiſh, to think that 
he muſt at once leave this World, and 
all that he cſtcem'd or valued , for ever , 
and enter into. unknown Regions , where 
he can have no Friend , having never 
thought of making any there, but muſt 
fall into the Hands of Powcrful and Crafty 
Angels, that will be glad of another Com- 
panidn in their . Miſery, and who will 
wreak their Malice, and vent the Spite 
and- Anguiſh that is in their Spirits, for 
the! Heavy Vengeance that God juſtly takes 
on them, by Vexing and Tormenting one 
of his Creatures , that 1 FO fallen into their 


Hands. 
I nught 


q 19 y 

I might add that no Men: have fo much 
Vain and Superſtitious Fear, as thoſe thar 
think it a Diſparagement to their Courage 
to fear God. No Men are fo obſeryant of 
Omens and Blind Prophecies, and ſeck fo 
much to Wizards, and thoſe that have Fami- 


har Spirits, as theſe very Mcn do, even like 
Saul ,*'when he had rebelled againſt God, 


- and had no morc Hope in him, x Sam.28.Ch. 


and fo they fear the Dey1l extreamly, _— 
they will not fear God. 


_ But now from all theſe Vain ; Baſe and 
Slaviſh Fears, doth the Fear of God at once 


 dcliver us; forhe that fears God, and takes 


care to pleaſe him, belicves that all things 
are diſpoſed of by his oyer-ruling Power ; 
and that he 1s certainly a Wiſe and a Good 
Being, that will ſuffer nothing to hurt thoſe 
that truly ſerve him, and endeavour to raiſe 
themſelves to the higheſt Perfection of Ra- 
tional Creatures; Bur that all things ſhall 
work together for good to them, and We there- 


fore they need be careful in nothing, but caft 


all their Care on him who careth for > ak ; They 
may 


EO 
p — 
. 
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ay lie down_and riſe in ſafety and ſecarity ; 
rang the Lord fuftains them ; He will ſuffer 


no Evit. to come nigh their Dwelling, bat will. 


give his Angels charge over them. And if 


through the Courſe of his Providence, they 
ſhould ſuffer any Loſs1n the Company with 


| others in this World, yet he is able, and will 
certainly make it up to them inHeayenly Joys. 
Nay indecd any Temporal Loſs or Calamity 
will be but a-very light and inconfiderable 
thing, to a Man that is become Wiſe by 

_ the Fear of God, and that governs himſelf 
in a ftcady. and conſtant Conformity to his 
moſt Holy and reaſonable Laws, he will 
havc ſuch Comforts, ſuch Delight and Satis- 


faction in his Mind by fo doing, that nothung 


will be able co Imbitter or Spoil this Feaſt ; 
for this is. the Summum Bonum, the chict 


Happineſs; and all wiſe Men agrce, that he 


that hath that, cannot be Miſerable. The 
Joy of walking Reaſonably. and Holily 1s ſo 
Great, ſo Genuine and Natural to Man, 
that nothing is. capable of diſturbing the 
Man'that fo walks-:. Bur hke as one _ of 


Blood 1 is not capable of diſcolouring a -_— 
clear 


= 


t 


C3FT | 
clear River, or a little Dirt of Mudding - 
Troubling it; ſo 1s a little Bodily- Pain, 
Wordly Loſs or Afﬀliction utterly drown' 4, 
loft and ſwallow'd up in the Soul of him that 


115 fo falld with Joy and Satisfaction, as his 


muſt necds be, who hath true Peace of Con- 
ſcience, and Joy in the IO Ghoſt. 


Thus doth the true Fear of God, which 
takes away our Sins, deliver us from al other 
Fears, and remove all Cares and Troubles 


from us, and make us Happy both here and 


hercafter. - Let ns then but forſake our Sins, 


which alone can-make the Fear of God Ter- 
rible to us, and ſhew by the Amendment of 


- our Lives, that we have the true Fear of 


God before our Eyes, and we necd fear no- 
thing clſc ; for nothing can harm us, we are 


fafe in the Protection of the Almighty. 
To whom be all Honour andGlory, now and 


for ever, Amen. 
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